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REPORT: AIRLINES: SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 

What you need to know 
March 2023 
 

This report presents a roundup of what’s been happening to airlines in the Southwest Pacific region over 

the last month. 

Australia 

Bonza 

Airline completes first month of operations 

After its first month of operations, start-up low-cost carrier Bonza is projecting forward load factors 

averaging 70% through September. The airline has so far deliberately avoided direct competition with 

Qantas, Virgin Australia and Regional Express, focusing on niche markets involving regional centers, 

including Whitsunday Coast, Cairns, Mildura and Bundaberg. By the end of its first year, Bonza plans to 

have a fleet of up to eight aircraft carrying around one million passengers.  

Qantas 

Regulator set to extend overseas Jetstar partnerships 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) has granted interim authorization for 

Qantas and its low-cost division Jetstar to continue coordinating their flight schedules, sales, marketing 

and pricing with their joint venture carriers Jetstar Asia (Singapore) and Jetstar Japan. The ACCC has, 

however, recommended that final authorization should apply for five years, instead of the ten years 

requested by the airlines.  

Regulator delays decision on Alliance takeover bid 

The ACCC has delayed announcing the preliminary outcome of its review into Qantas’s planned 

acquisition of Alliance Airlines until April 20. Qantas already holds a 19.9% stake in the Brisbane-based 

charter specialist.  

Tokyo route reinstated 

Qantas has resumed direct flights from Melbourne to Tokyo Haneda after a break of more than three years. 

The four-times weekly operation joins existing services to Haneda from Brisbane and Sydney. Qantas is 

also due to start a new Melbourne-Jakarta service in mid-April. 

Regional Express 

Second half 2022 losses much reduced 

Revenue at Regional Express (Rex) during the second half of 2022 surged from A$68.7 million to A$293 

million. The airline managed to reduce operating losses by more than 70% from A$53 million to A$15.7 

million (US$10.6 million). With regional services now joining its jet operations with profitable results, Rex 

expects to report a profit for its full financial year. 
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New Zealand 

Air New Zealand 

Rapid rebound continues 

During February, Air New Zealand carried 1.2 million passengers, 150% more than a year ago, but still 15% 

fewer than in the same month in 2019. Its load factor jumped by 41.4 points to 86%, even with a 238% 

increase in capacity. Domestic passenger numbers rose by 82% to 823,000. The number carried on 

Tasman/Pacific soared from 21,000 in 2022 to 253,000. Similarly, long-haul passenger numbers leapt from 

just 6,000 to 125,000.  

Sunshine Coast flights resuming 

From June 25, Air New Zealand plans to resume seasonal direct services between Auckland and Sunshine 

Coast, Australia. It will offer three weekly flights on the route.  

 

 

The information presented in this report represents the latest view as at March 28, 2023. We have carefully researched and checked 

the information contained. However, we do not guarantee or warrant the correctness, completeness or topicality of this article and do 

not accept any liability for any damage or loss as a result of the use of the information contained within this article.  

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please email mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk to share your thoughts. 
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