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REPORT: AIRLINES: SOUTH ASIA 

What you need to know 
March 2023 
 

This report presents a roundup of what’s been happening to airlines in South Asia over the last month.  

Major airlines 

Air India 

Copenhagen service restarts 

At the start of March, Air India resumed non-stop services between Delhi and Copenhagen, initially 

operating three weekly flights. 

Frequencies added to international services 

From March 26, with the start of the summer schedule, Air India has started to add frequencies on routes 

to Hong Kong, South Korea and Thailand. Three weekly services will be added to Bangkok from both Delhi 

and Mumbai. There will also be additional weekly flights from Delhi to both Hong Kong and Seoul.  

IndiGo 

Huge aircraft order denied 

Indian low-cost carrier IndiGo has confirmed that it is in talks with aircraft manufacturers, but it has denied 

reports that a huge order is imminent. Reuters has suggested that IndiGo is in talks with both Airbus and 

Boeing about an order for up to 500 aircraft. IndiGo operates a fleet of around 300 aircraft, with almost 500 

already on order. 

International growth targeted 

IndiGo aims to leverage its domestic strength and partnerships to have 30% of its capacity dedicated to 

international routes within the next two years. It currently accounts for 16% of India’s international market, 

with international average seat kilometers (ASKs) presently accounting for 23% of the airline’s total 

capacity.  

The airline intends to extend its international reach by adding to its existing list of international partners, 

which currently includes American Airlines, Qantas, Qatar Airways, Turkish Airlines and Virgin Atlantic. 

Two international services start 

In the last week of March, IndiGo launched a new daily service from Mumbai to Dhaka in Bangladesh and 

restarted daily flights from Mumbai to Singapore. 

  

http://www.bcdtravel.com/


 

Airlines – South Asia |   March 28, 2023   |   Page 2 

Other airlines 

SriLankan Airlines 

Airline to be privatized  

As part of an International Monetary Fund bailout of Sri Lanka, SriLankan Airlines is to undergo a debt 

restructure and be privatized. The airline will now be prepared for sale.  

Fleet to grow by 50% 

As it seeks to restructure its debts, SriLankan Airlines is already planning to grow its fleet from its present 

24 aircraft to 35-36 over the next three to four years. In a first step, it will bring its fleet back to its pre-

pandemic 27 aircraft. A fleet of 36 aircraft would be optimal for SriLankan’s aspirations to carry the traffic 

created by Sri Lanka’s diaspora, tourism, Indian traffic and feed from East Asia. 

 

 

The information presented in this report represents the latest view as at March 28, 2023. We have carefully researched and checked 

the information contained. However, we do not guarantee or warrant the correctness, completeness or topicality of this articl e and do 

not accept any liability for any damage or loss as a result of the use of the information contained within this article.  

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please email mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk to share your thoughts. 
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