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REPORT: AIRLINES: NORTHEAST ASIA 

What you need to know 
March 2023 
 

This report presents a roundup of what’s been happening to airlines in Northeast Asia over the last month.  

Major airlines 

Air China 

Strong performance in February 

Air China carried more than 7.23 million passengers during February, 64% more year-over-year. The airline 

and its subsidiaries increased passenger capacity by 52%. With traffic rising by 71%, the airline’s load factor 

improved by 8.2 points to 73%. 

ANA 

Restart of Chinese services begins 

All Nippon Airways (ANA) is recommencing flights from Tokyo Haneda to Beijing and Shanghai’s 

Hongqiao and Pudong airports. During April, it will offer daily flights to all three airports.  

Cathay Pacific 

Profits return in 2022 

Cathay Pacific Group increased annual revenue in 2022 by 12% to HK$51 billion, with cargo services 

generating HK$30.5 billion of this figure. Revenue from passenger services jumped from HK$4.35 billion to 

HK$14.3 billion. The airline group returned to profitability, posting operating profits of HK$3.5 billion 

(US$446 million), much improved on 2021’s HK$1.44 billion operating loss.  

Capacity recovery continues 

Boosted by a ramping up of its flights to mainland China, Cathay Pacific Group aims to return passenger 

capacity to half its pre-pandemic level by the end of March. Cathay Pacific and low-cost HK Express 

together plan to operate more than 110 weekly return flights to 15 mainland Chinese cities. 

The company has reaffirmed its plans to restore 70% of pre-pandemic capacity by the end of 2023, with 

capacity fully-restored by the end of 2024. The measured approach to restoring capacity reflects the 

challenges faced by most airlines in retraining and recruiting flight and cabin crew. 

China Eastern 

Performance improves in February 

During February, China Eastern Airlines increased passenger numbers by 39% year-over-year to 7.8 

million. Its passenger load factor gained 8.8 points, rising to 73%, as a 43% rise in traffic outpaced a 26% 

expansion in capacity. 
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China Southern 

Strong rise in February passenger numbers 

Passenger numbers at China Southern rose by 37% year-over-year in February to more than 10 million. 

With traffic increasing by 43% on 28% extra capacity, its passenger load factor gained 8.3 percentage 

points to reach 77%. 

JAL 

Approval to continue Malaysia Airlines JV anticipated 

The Malaysian Aviation Commission (MAVCOM) has proposed extending an exemption on the joint 

venture between Malaysia Airlines and JAL, which allows the two airlines to coordinate scheduling, sales 

and inventory management, on a metal-neutral basis. The arrangement also includes JAL subsidiary J-Air. 

Despite JAL and Malaysia Airlines being the dominant carriers on many routes between their home 

countries, MAVCOM believes there is enough competition to limit the impact on consumers.  

Korean Air 

U.K. approves Asiana merger 

The U.K.’s Competition and Markets Authority has approved Korean Air’s merger with Asiana, subject to 

certain conditions. As part of the remediation, Korean Air has agreed to enter into a cooperative 

partnership with Virgin Atlantic on the London Heathrow-Seoul Incheon route. Virgin joined Korean Air in 

the SkyTeam Alliance on March 2, 2023. 

China network expanding 

Korean Air has announced plans to resume seven routes to destinations in China, lifting capacity to the 

country to 43% of its pre-pandemic level. Twice-weekly services from Seoul to Xi’an, introduced on March 

17, will increase to daily from May 1. Daily Seoul-Beijing services, restarted on March 19, will increase to 

eight weekly flights, also from May 1.  

On March 26, Korean resumed daily services from Seoul Gimpo to Beijing and Shanghai Hongqiao, and 

from Seoul Incheon to Yanji. The same day, the airline restarted four-times weekly flights from Incheon to 

Shenzhen, increasing to daily from May 1. A day later, Korean Air will resume flights between Incheon and 

Xiamen, initially at a thrice-weekly frequency.  

On existing services between South Korea and China, from March 26, Korean Air increased to daily its 

services from Seoul Incheon to Dalian, Guangzhou, Qingdao, Shenyang and Tianjin, while doubling 

Incheon-Shanghai Pudong services to twice-daily. 

Other airlines 

Asiana 

China services increasing 

From March 26, Asiana will ramp up services to China. From Seoul Incheon, it will add extra weekly flights 

to Beijing, Changchun, Harbin, Hangzhou, Qingdao, Shenzhen, Tianjin and Xi’an, and two extra weekly 

flights to Nanjing. Weekly services to Yanji and twice-weekly to Guangzhou will both be upgraded to daily 

frequency. Asiana will also resume daily flights from Seoul Gimpo to Shanghai Hongqiao. 

During April, Asiana add a second daily service from Seoul to Beijing and resume four weekly services from 

Incheon to Changsha and Dalian, and daily flights from Gimpo to Beijing. 
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China Airlines 

European schedules adjusted 

Taiwanese carrier China Airlines will launch a new twice-weekly service from Taipei to Prague on July 18. 

On the same date, it will reduce frequency on its existing service to Vienna from four to two weekly flights. 

Hainan Airlines 

Passengers up almost 60% in February 

Chinese carrier Hainan Airlines increased passenger numbers in February by 58% year-over-year to 4.47 

million. The airline increased capacity by 45% and saw traffic rise by 65%. This pushed its load factor up 10 

points to 83%. 

Second U.K. route announced 

Beijing-Manchester will from April 7 be joined by Changsha-London as Hainan Airlines’ second non-stop 

route between China and the U.K. The airline will offer three weekly flights to London. 

Hong Kong Airlines 

Okinawa services ramping up 

Hong Kong Airlines will add a second daily service to Okinawa, Japan, during May. It plans to add a third 

daily flight from July. 

Three services restarting in April 

On April 7, Hong Kong Airlines will start a new four-times weekly service to Fukuoka. Ten days later, it will 

resume five-times weekly service to Denpasar Bali and daily flights to Shanghai Hongqiao. 

Juneyao Air 

Demand growth returns 

During February, the number of passengers carried by privately-owned Chinese airline Juneyao increased 

by 25% year-over-year to more than 1.79 million. With traffic growing by 32% on a 13% increase in 

available seat kilometers, the airline’s load factor improved by 12 points to 83%. 

StarLux 

New Los Angeles route announced 

Taiwanese carrier StarLux will start a five-times weekly service from Taipei to Los Angeles from April 26. It 

may increase to a daily service in June.  

Low-cost carriers 

Air Premia 

Second U.S. destination on the way 

South Korean long-haul hybrid carrier Air Premia will launch four weekly flights from Seoul Incheon to 

Newark from May 22. It already flies transpacific services to Los Angeles, as well as to Bangkok, Ho Chi 

Minh City and Tokyo Narita. 
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Greater Bay Airlines 

Macau and China flights resuming 

Hong Kong-based Greater Bay Airlines will launch a new thrice-weekly service to Osaka Kansai airport on 

April 28. At the same time, it will increase weekly service to Seoul Incheon to four flights. 

Jin Air 

Macau and China flights resuming 

South Korea’s Jin Air has resumed flights from Jeju to two Chinese destinations. Double-daily flights to 

Xi’an relaunched on March 16, with seven-times weekly services to Shanghai following on March 26. From 

April 23, Jin Air will also resume services from Seoul Incheon to Macau after a three-year break. Flights will 

operate daily, and passengers must show proof of a negative COVID-19 PCR result from a test taken within 

48 hours of departure or a rapid antigen test result within 24 hours. 

Japanese route reinstated 

Jin Air will reinstate service between Seoul Incheon and Kitakyushu in Japan from May 8. It will initially offer 

four weekly flights, rising to 14 per week from June 29. 

Profits return in Q4 

Fourth quarter 2022 operating revenue at Jin Air increased by 184% year-over-year to W225 billion. Its 

domestic passenger business accounted for 38% of total revenue, its international passenger business 

55%, ancillary sales 7% and cargo 0.6%. Jin Air reversed 2021’s W31.9 billion operating loss to deliver a 

W11.6 billion profit (US8.9 million). 

Spring Airlines 

Passenger numbers down in February 

China’s Spring Airlines carried 1.65 million passengers in February. This was down 8% year-over-year. The 

airline’s load factor, however, jumped by 11 points to 87%, as Spring managed to lift traffic by 1% despite a 

12% capacity cut. 

T’way Air 

Cheongju expansion under way 

South Korean carrier T’way Air is expanding its operations from Cheongju, a city to the south of Seoul. 

From April 27, it will start flying to Bangkok four times a week, with daily flights to Osaka Kansai airport 

following from June 8. The airline is also planning start flying to Nha Trang in Vietnam and Yanji in China 

before the end of June.  

Start-up airlines 

AirJapan 

Launch date announced 

ANA Holdings aims to launch its new hybrid airline, AirJapan, in February 2024, offering comfort at 

affordable prices. The airline’s all economy class product will offer a 32 inch seat pitch. This is a change to 

ANA’s original plan to offer a two-class configuration 
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Eastar Jet 

Relaunch planned 

Having had its operator certificate revalidated at the end of February, South Korean carrier Eastar Jet plans 

to resume operations by the end of March. It will start with domestic services, initially flying from Jeju to 

Seoul Gimpo airport. International services should resume during the second half of 2023, beginning with 

flights from Gimpo to Taipei’s Songshan airport.  

Greater Bay Airlines 

Aircraft orders reveal long-haul aspirations 

Hong Kong-based Greater Bay Airlines, which started operations in July 2022, has placed an order for 15 

Boeing 737 Max 9s and firmed up a commitment for five Boeing 787s. The Max 9s will form the core of the 

airline’s fleet for operations to Asia and mainland China. The Boeing 787s will support Greater Bay’s long-

term plan to launch long-haul services.  

 

 

The information presented in this report represents the latest view as at March 28, 2022. We have carefully researched and checked 

the information contained. However, we do not guarantee or warrant the correctness, completeness or topicality of this articl e and do 

not accept any liability for any damage or loss as a result of the use of the information contained within thi s article. 

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please email mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk to share your thoughts. 
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