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What you need to know: Airline operations: Africa 
June 5, 2020 
 

As demand declines and governments around the world restrict travel, airlines are adjusting their 

operations, and, in some cases, suspending all services. 

This report summarizes what airlines in Africa are doing and planning. 

North Africa 
 

Airline Action and plans 

EgyptAir All flights suspended until May 16 

Royal Air Maroc All flights suspended from March 21 until further notice 

Tunisair Maintaining limited international service to Europe and Egypt until April 4  

EgyptAir halts international flights 

EgyptAir operated its last international flight on March 19 as Egypt implemented a ban on international 

air services until March 31.1 The ban was subsequently extended until April 15.  

EgyptAir expects to resume domestic and international flights from May 16, when it plans to operate 128 

departures from Cairo International Airport.2 

Royal Air Maroc suspends domestic flights 

With Morocco in a state of emergency, national airline Royal Air Maroc (RAM) suspended all domestic 

flights from March 21 until further notice.3 It had already suspended international flights from March 19. 

Tunisair reduces international operation 

From March 14 until April 4, Tunisair has cancelled all flights to Italy. 4 It has also scaled back its services 

to a single weekly operation to Germany (Frankfurt) and the U.K. (London), while Egypt (Cairo) and Spain 

(Madrid) are served once every 15 days. Tunisair is maintaining three weekly flights to France (Paris).  

  

 
1 Ahram Online, March 19, 2020 
2 Egypt Today, April 30, 2020 
3 Reuters, March 21, 2020 
4 Tunisair, March 13, 2020 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/365618/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-operated-last-international-flight-before-ba.aspx
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/9/85274/EgyptAir-announces-re-opening-bookings-for-domestic-international-flights
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-morocco/royal-air-maroc-suspends-all-domestic-flights-until-further-notice-idUSL8N2BE0Z3
http://www.tunisair.com/site/publish/content/news.asp?id_news=456
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Sub-Sahara Africa 
 

Airline Action and plans 

Air Mauritius All flights suspended and airline in voluntary administration 

Comair All British Airways and Kulula services suspended until November. Airline in business 
rescue 

Ethiopian Airlines Many international routes suspended, with resumption dates ranging from the end of 
March to the end of June 

Kenya Airways International services suspended from March 25 until further notice 

RwandAir 30-day grounding from March 20 

South African Airways International flights halted until the end of May 

Air Mauritius in administration 

Already financially-troubled before the onset of COVID-19, the decision to suspend all flights from the 

start of April proved to be too much for Air Mauritius. The airline entered voluntary administration on 

April 22. With demand not expected to return until late 2020, Air Mauritius concluded that it would be 

unable to meet its financial obligations for the foreseeable future.  

Comair enters business rescue after suspending operations until the winter 

South African carrier Comair suspended all British Airways franchise flights and Kulula low-cost services 

from March 26. It initially planned to resume services on April 19,5 but then pushed back the resumption 

of services until May 3.  

At the end of April, Comair announced to shareholders that it did not now expect to restart flights until 

October or November.6 As a result of an extended period without revenue, Comair entered business 

rescue on May 5 to give it time to restructure its business. 

As it needs a substantial cash injection, Comair does not now expect to resume operations before 

November, even though South African authorities allowed domestic services to restart in June.  

Ethiopian Airlines suspends many international routes 

Ethiopian Airlines claims that it continues to operate normally with only some alteration to its services. 7 

However, it has suspended many of its international routes, and as more countries introduce travel 

restrictions, these suspensions may be extended beyond the dates indicated below: 

• India, Lebanon – until March 29 

• Djibouti, Egypt, Kuwait, Malaysia, Niger, Qatar, Saudi Arabia – until March 31 

• Bahrain, Chad, Somalia – until April 4 

• Ghana – until April 6 

• Equatorial Guinea, Indonesia, Madagascar, Namibia, Philippines – until April 15 

• France – until April 18 

• Guinea, Rwanda – until April 21 

 
5 Comair, March 24, 2020 
6 Cirium, April 30, 2020 
7 Ethiopian Airlines. March 24, 2020 

https://www.comair.co.za/coronavirus
https://dashboard.cirium.com/app/#/articles/465613?context=email
https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/travel-updates/covid-19
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• Uganda – until April 24 

• U.K. – Manchester services suspended until April 28; London services reduced from daily to three 

per week. 

• Italy – until April 30 

• Ireland – until June 18 

• Spain – June 30 

• Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, DR Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon, Mali, Nigeria, 

Senegal, Singapore, Sudan, Switzerland – until further notice 

Kenya Airways suspends all international services 

Following a government directive banning all international passenger traffic for 30 days, from midnight 

on March 25, Kenya Airlines temporarily ended all international services until further notice.8 It is 

possible that some routes may resume from April 6, although this may be old information that the airline 

has yet to update on its website. The airline is unlikely to resume most services until April 30. 

Kenya Airways had previously reduced its network by 70% in response to falling demand. Its domestic 

flights to Mombasa and Kisumu remain operational.  

RwandAir grounded for 30 days 

Following instructions from the country’s ministry of health, RwandAir  began a 30-day complete 

grounding from March 20.9  

South African Airways halts international flights until the end of May 

On March 20, South African Airways (SAA) immediately cancelled all international services until the end 

of May.10 It has ended long-haul services to New York JFK, Washington DC, London, Frankfurt, Munich, 

Perth and Sao Paulo. SAA has also suspended regional services to Accra (Ghana), Lusaka and Livingstone 

(Zambia), Harare and Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe), Windhoek (Namibia), Lagos (Nigeria), Entebbe (Uganda), 

Blantyre and Lilongwe (Malawi), Nairobi (Kenya), Kinshasa (DR Congo), Dar Es Salaam (Tanzania) and 

Maputo (Mozambique).  

SAA’s sole operation will be its domestic services between Johannesburg and Cape Town.  

SA Express, SAA’s regional airline partner, also suspended all services from March 18 until further notice. 

COVID-19 was just one factor behind the already financially troubled carrier’s decision. 

Note 

The COVID-19 situation is rapidly evolving, and the situation is changing on almost an hourly basis. The 

information presented in this report represents the latest view as of June 4, 2020. We have carefully 

researched and checked the information contained. However, we can accept no guarantee or liability for 

the accuracy, completeness and topicality of the information. 

Do you have questions or comments regarding this report? Please email mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk 

to share your thoughts. 

 
8 Kenya Airways, March 22, 2020 
9 Breaking Travel News, March 20, 2020 
10 SAA, March 20, 2020 

mailto:mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk
https://www.kenya-airways.com/en-ke/covid-19
https://www.breakingtravelnews.com/news/article/rwandair-to-ground-all-flights-until-mid-april/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.flysaa.com/about-us/leading-carrier/media-center/media-releases/newsroom

